Urban and Rural Differences in Southern Children\u27s Attitudes Toward the President of the U. S. Government by Williams, Thomas J.
Journal of Political Science 
Volume 2 
Number 2 (Spring) Article 1 
April 1975 
Urban and Rural Differences in Southern Children's Attitudes 
Toward the President of the U. S. Government 
Thomas J. Williams 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/jops 
 Part of the Political Science Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Williams, Thomas J. (1975) "Urban and Rural Differences in Southern Children's Attitudes Toward the 
President of the U. S. Government," Journal of Political Science: Vol. 2 : No. 2 , Article 1. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/jops/vol2/iss2/1 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Politics at CCU Digital Commons. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Journal of Political Science by an authorized editor of CCU Digital Commons. For more 
information, please contact commons@coastal.edu. 
Urban and Rural Differences in Southern Children's Attitudes 
Toward the President and the U. S. Government'° 
THOMAS J. WILLIAMS 
Georgia Southw estern CoUege 
Recent research in political socialization has exploded the notion 
that children in the United States are homogeneous and highly positive 
in their attitud es toward the President and government, and that they 
are developing along lines leading to diffuse support for the political 
system in adulthood. 1 For example, Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron found that 
rural white children in Appalachia were less positive toward the Presi-
dent than children in previous studies and that they were very cynical 
about politics and government. 2 
In two rath er recent studies including black and white children , 
Greenberg and Orum and Cohen found that black children were more 
likely to see government as being less benevolent, to rat e government 
less favorably, to show less support for the political community, and 
to generally have a less positive image of the President, than white 
children. Although white children were usually more positive toward 
the President than black children, Greenberg indicates they were not 
as positive toward the President as children in the Easton and Dennis, 
and Hess and Easton studies.3 Williams, in a study of Southern white 
0 Prepared for presentation at the annual meeting of the Southern Political 
Science Association, New Orleans, Louisiana , November 7-9, 1974. 
1 For a review of the literature on children's attitudes toward the President and 
government, see Christopher Arterton, "The Impact of Watergate on Children's Atti-
tudes Toward Political Authority," Political Science Quarterly, 89 (June, 1974), 
269-288 ; Anthony M. Orun and Roberta S. Cohen , "The Development of Political 
Orientations Among Black and White Children," American Sociological Review, 38 
(February, 1973), 62-74; and , Thomas J. Williams , "Racial Differences in Southern 
Children's Attitudes Toward Presidential Authority," Georgia Political Science Asso-
ciation Journal, 2 (Spring, 1974), 89-121. 
For a review of literature on children's levels of efficacy and synicism-measures 
of diffuse system support-se e Harrell R. Rodgers, Jr., "Toward Explanation of the 
Political Efficacy and Political Cynicism of Black Adolescents: An Exploratory Study," 
American Journal of Political Science, 18 (May, 1974), 257-282. 
2 Dean Jaros, Herbert Hirsch and Frederic J. Fleron , Jr. , "The Malevolent 
Leader: Political Socialization in An American Sub-Culture ," Am erican Political 
Science Review, 62 (June, 1968), 564-575. 
8 Orum and Cohen, "Development of Political Orientations ," 65-66; Edward S. 
Greenberg , "Children and th e Political Community: A Comparison Across Racial 
Lines," Canadian Journal of Political Science, 2 (December, 1969), 471-492; Edward 
S. Greenberg, "Children and Government: A Comparison Across Racial Lines," 
Mid-West Journal of Political Science, 14 (May , 1970), 249-275 ; Edward S. Green-
berg, "Orientations of Black and White Children to Political Authority Figures ," 
Social Science Quarterly, 51 (December , 1970), 561-571; and, Edward S. Greenberg, 
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and black children, found that whites were usually not as positive toward 
the President as blacks. In addition, both black and white subjects were 
often less supportive of the President than subjects in studies by Hess 
and Easton, and Easton and Dennis.4 
Arterton, in one of the most recent political socialization studies 
( data were collected in December, 1973), administered a questionnaire 
to children from a high socioeconomic status suburb outside Boston, 
Massachusetts. He ound that children's attitudes toward the President 
wera.Qot only less positive _ an c · dren's attitudes from many previous 
studies, but "wholly negative." In addition, he found increased cynicism 
wi age:md -i.ncreaseddesire to limit government power and govern-
ment interference in private lives.5 
Studies by Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron, Greenberg, Orum and Cohen, 
and Williams include children from two subcultures or minority groups 
in America: blacks and Southern whites. 6 The conclusion from these 
studies is that subcultural political socialization differs from that found 
in the dominant, white, urban, middle-class culture. 7 However, Green-
"Black Children and the Political System," Public Opinion Quarterly, 34 ( Fall, 
1970), 333-345. 
David Easton and Jack Dennis, Children in the Political System, (N. Y.: 
McGraw-Hill , 1969), 142-208; and Robert D. Hess and David Easton, "The Child's 
Changing Ima ge of the President ," Public Opinion Quarterly, 24 (Winter, 1960), 
632-644. 
Greenstein, Jaros, and Sigel also included black children in their studies of the 
President but in most cases found that few racial differences existed and that both 
blacks and whites held highly positive views of the President. Fred I. Greenstein, 
"The Benevolent Leader: Children's Images of Political Authority," American Poli-
tical Science Review, 54 (December, 1960), 934-943; Dean Jaros, "Children's 
Orientations Toward the President: Some Additional Theoretical Considerations and 
Data," Journal of Politics, 29 (Winter, 1967) , 368-887; and, Roberta S. Sigel, "An 
Exploration into Some Aspects of Political Socialization: School Children's Reactions 
to the Death of a President ," in Children and the Death of a President: Multi-
disciplinary Studies, ed. by Martha Wolfenstein and Gilbert Kliman, ( Garden City, 
N. Y.: Doubleday , 1965), 34-69. 
4 Williams, "Racial Differences in Southern Children's Attitudes," 94-108. 
5 Arterton , "The Impact of Watergate ," 272-280. 
6 Reed reviews the literature on the South as a subculture and concludes that 
"white Southerners can be regarded as an ethnic group." (233). John Shelton Reed, 
"The Cardinal Test of a Southerner: Not Race But Geography," Public Opinion 
Quarterly, 37 (Summer, 1973), 232-240. In addition, see Norval D. Glenn and J. L. 
Simmons, "Are Regional Differences Diminishing," Public Opinion Quarterly, 31 
(Summer, 1967), 176--193; and, Samuel C. Patterson , "The Political Cultures of 
the American States," Journal of Politics, 30 ( February , 1968) , 187-209. See Rodgers 
for further discussion on rural children in the South. Rodgers "Political Efficacy and 
Political Cynicism of Black Adolescents," 257-282. 
7 Hess and Tomey, who along with Easton and Dennis conducted one of the 
most expansive studies on political socialization to date, admit that the bias in 
their study is by design. The authors advise that their intent is to study the dominant 
culture--the white urban culture--and to leave to others the study of subcultures. 
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berg and Arterton's studies included middle-class, white children from 
Northern cities and Williams' study included some white children from 
one of the two metropolitan areas in the South included in the Easton 
and Dennis sample. White children in all three studies were more dis-
enchanted with the President especially, and with government than 
white children in previous studies. 8 In a reference to the President, 
Arterton concludes that 
the once benevolent leader has been transformed into the malevolent 
leader by the impact of current events; and there can be little doubt 
that these children have come to view the President as a figure to 
be strenuously rejected. 9 
Even though the political socialization research on subcultures, 
primarily the black subculture, has expanded and even though recent 
findings suggest that political values of the dominant culture have been 
shattered, there remains a need for research and information on two 
important subcultural groups: Southern whites and Southern blacks. 
Studies of adults suggest that Southern whites differ in political attitudes 
from adults in other regions and the upheavals associated with civil 
rights activity in the South could have affected the political socialization 
patterns of both white and black children. 10 
'Ibere is an even more pressing need for research on subgroups 
within these two subcultures: rural Southern whites and rural Southern 
Robert D. Hess and Judith V. Tomey, The Development of Political Attitudes in 
Children, (Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company, 1967), 229-230. 
For an extensive review of the literature on subcultural dilferences in political 
socialization, see Thomas J. Williams, "Subcultural Differences in Political Socializa-
tion Among Selected Children in Georgia," (An unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, 
University of Georgia, 1972), 8-33. 
8 Previous studies would include those by Easton and Dennis, Hess and Tomey, 
Hess and Easton , Greenstein, Jaros, and Sigel. See fns. 3 and 7. 
9 Arterton, "The Impact of Watergate," 272. Arterton suggests that Nixon's 
problems with Watergate affected children's perceptions of the presidency. Green-
berg and Williams argue that the policies of Lyndon Johnson, especially the war 
in Vietnam and civil rights activity in the South, caused children to lose their ideal-
ized images of the President. Greenberg notes, for example, that white and black 
children were extremely hostile towards President Johnson. Greenberg, "Political 
Authority Figures ," 565; and, Williams, "Racial Differences in Southern Children's 
Attitudes," 109-113. 
10 For information on political attitudes of adult southerners , see Glenn and 
Simmons, "Regional Cultural Differences," 176-193; Lester W. Milbreath, Political 
Participation, Chicago: Rand McNally, 1965), 107; and, Patterson , "Political Cul-
tures," 203-204. 
Rodgers argues that civil rights activity has embittered both blacks and whites 
in the South and has affected the patterns of political socialization. Rodgers, "Poli-
tical Efficacy and Political Cynicism of Black Adolescents," 265. Also see Williams, 
"Racial Differences in Southern Children's Attitudes," 109-113. 
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blacks. 11 Again, events during the 1960's might suggest that these two 
groups will diller from their urban counterparts in the South and cer-
tainly from other whites and blacks in the remainder of the nation. ( The 
most glaring gap in the literature is the lack of information on rural 
children in the nation. Virtually all political socialization studies outside 
the South have dealt with urban samples.12 ) 
Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron studied white children in rural Appalachia 
and Rodgers studied white and black children from a rural county in 
North Carolina. Both authors suggest tJ:i~f distrust, aliena ·on, 
and rejection of authority found among their sample c ildren may 
characterize the entire Amencan South.13 - -- --
The principal problem with the above studies is that neither includes 
urban and rural children , as well as white and black children, so that 
comparisons of attitudes can be made at the same point in time. The 
purpose of this paper is to examine black and white urban and rural 
children's attitudes toward the President and the United States Govern-
ment, and to compare the findings with those from other studies. 
DESIGN OF THE STUDY 
The data for this paper were gathered during the Spring of 1968 
through the use of paper and pencil questionnaires. Questionnaires were 
administered to 2,084 subjects in grades three, six, and nine from three 
Georgia public school systems: the Cobb County School System, the 
Oconee County School System, and the Americus City School System. 
Primarily, the school systems were chosen for reasons o1 access and 
availability. 14 However, an attempt was made to include school systems 
from urban and rural areas and with white and black student enroll-
ments. According to the 1970 census, Oconee County is entirely rural 
with a population which is 16 percent nonwhite. Cobb County is a part 
of the Atlanta Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area and is 74.0 percent 
11 The rural population (22,255,406) of the South is the largest of any region 
in the United States and is 35.4 percent of the total population in the South. U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, Vol. 1, Characteristics of the 
Population, Part 1, United States Summary-Section 1, (Washington, D. C.: U. S. 
Government Printing Office, 1973), 1-62. 
12 An exception might be , Daniel R. Leathemmn , "The Political Socialization 
of Students in the Mennonite Secondary Schools," The Mennonite Quarterly Review, 
36 (1962) , 87-90. 
13 Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron, "The Malevolent Leader," fn. 11, 565; and, Rodgers, 
"Political Efficacy and Political Cynicism of Black Adolescents," 265. If blacks were 
included in the Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron study, they were not selected out for 
analysis nor was it mentioned in the description of the sample. In addition, see 
Herbert Hirsch, Poverty and Politicization, (N. Y.: Free Press, 1971), 27-30. 
14 For a discussion on the difficulty of conducting research in schools, see 
M. Kent Jennings and Lawrence E. Fox, "The Conduct of Socio-Political Research 
in Schools: Strategies and Problems of Access," School Review, 76 ( December, 
1968), 428-444. 
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urban; only 4.1 percent of the population are nonwhite. Americus, 
Georgia has a population of 16,091 and is located in Sumter County, 
which is 59.7 percent urban; forty-four percent of the county residents 
are nonwhite. 15 
In the Oconee County and Americus City School Systems, all chil-
dren in the third, sixth, and ninth grades were tested. In the Cobb 
County School System, school personnel selected the schools to be 
tested. All testing was done by the author in order to control for test 
administration as an intervening variable . The questionnaires were com-
pleted by the subjects in the presence of the author, and names were 
not requested in order to encourage more truthfulness in responses. The 
author read the instructions, questions, and responses at the third- and 
sixth-grade levels in an attempt to control for reading level differences.16 
15 The following table includes additional demographic data: 
OCONEE SUMTER COBB 
Total Population-1970 8 . . . . • . • . • . • • • . • . 7,915 26,931 196,793 
Population Change ( 1960-1970 )8 25.6% 9.2% 72.4% 
Median Income--1959b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,307 $2,950 $6,014 
Percent under $3,000-1959b . . . . . . . . . . . 45 .3% 50.7% 15.8% 
Median School Years-1960b . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.3 8.4 10.9 
a U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of 
Population, Advan ce Report, Final Population Counts, PC (VI)-12, Georgia, 
3-4; and, U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census 
of Populat-ion, Advance Report, General Population Characteristics, PC (V2)-12, 
Georgia, 8-24, 
b U. S. Bureau of the Census, County and City Data Book, 1967 (A Statis-
tional Abstract Supplement) , ( 1967), 62-81. 
16 Among th e limitations of this study are that black subjects were interviewed 
by someone not of the same race and that there is no control for grade level differ-
ences within the sample. Expected frequencies using chi-square were too small when 
black subjects were group ed according to region at each grade level. Following is a 
table showing the percentages of children in each grade for each region: 
WHITES BLACKS 
Metro-Cobb County % % 
Third Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.0 31.6 
Sixth Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.5 35.5 
Ninth Grad e ............. . ..... . .......... .. .. 47.4 32.9 
Total % . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.9 
N = ......................... . ..... ... ..... (803) 
Rural-Ocon ee .. 
Third Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.6 
Sixth Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.8 
Ninth Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.5 
Total % . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.9 
N= ...... . .................. . ............. (310) 
Town,-Americus 
Third Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.6 
Sixth Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.2 
Ninth Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.2 
Total % . . .. . .. . ..... . ........ . ............. 100.0 
N = ........................... . ........... (395) 
100.0 
(76) 
42.1 
38.9 
18.9 
99.9 
(95) 
43.7 
33.6 
22.7 
100.0 
(405) 
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Responses to each question concerning the President and the gov-
ernment are recorded in contingency tables according to race and region. 
Children from Cobb County are referred to as metropolitan (metro) 
subjects; children from Oconee County are referred to as rural subjects; 
and, children from Americus are referred to as town subjects. Occasion-
ally, metropolitan and town subjects are referred to jointly as urban 
subjects. The chi-square test was used to determine significant differ-
ences between observed and expected frequencies.17 
FINDINGS 
The President 
The data indicate that rural white children are more negative than 
urban ( metropolitan and town) white children in responses to questions 
regarding the President. Among urban white children, metropolitan resi-
dents are generally most supportive of the President. In responses to 
the job-related questions ( Table la-e), more rural than urban white 
children reply that the President does not work as hard as most men, 
likes fewer people than most men, and knows less than most men. More 
rural whites ( 25.0%) also respond that the President is not a good person 
( Table 2a), although rural and town whites are equally intense in their 
dislike for the President ( Table 2b). In responses to the self-related 
items, more rural whites feel the President protects them less than most 
people do and that the President does not care what they think 
( Tables 3b-c). 
17 The research £ndings discussed in this paper are part of a larger study 
reported in the author's dissertation. In the dissertation, black and white children's 
attitudes toward political parties, political interest , governmental responsiveness, the 
President , and the United States Government are examined, and sexual, urban-rural, 
and grade level differences within each race are analyzed. 
For purposes of analysis, questions on the President are categorized as job-
related qu estions, affective questions, and self-related questions. The job-related 
questions inquire about the President's work, his knowledge, his honesty, his affection 
for people, and his leadership. The affective questions inquire about the child's 
perception of the President as a person and his affection for the President. The self-
related items on presidential benevolence include questions which inquire into the 
President's willingness to provide help and protection , and to care what tl1e in-
dividual tllinks. 
The sources of questions comparing the President with most men are: Easton 
and Dennis, Children in the PoUtical System, 425 ; Hess and Easton , "Image of the 
President," 632-644; Hess and Tomey , Political Attitudes in Children, 254-259; and, 
Sigel, "An Exploration Into Some Aspects of Political Socialization," 240-248. 
Questions on the U. S. Government come primarily from Easton and Dennis, 
Children in the Political System, 119-120, 130-137. However, Easton and Dennis 
used the general term, "government," not U. S. Government. 
For discussions on tlie chi-square test and tlie use of tlie .05 level of signi£cance 
see David R. Cook, A Guide to Educational Research (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 
1965) , 111; and, Freel N. Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research (N. Y.: 
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston , 1964) , 53-55. 
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TABLE I. Children's Perceptions of the President's Job-Related Qualities 
(by race controlling for region) 
(a) Ratings of how hard the President works . 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Harder .................... 49.9 
As Hard as Most Men 32.3 
Not as Hard ..... . ..... . .. . 17.8 
47.4 48.1 
24.7 32.6 
27.9 19.3 
TOTAL % ................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 
N = ............... .... . . .. 803 308 393 
x2 ....... .. ..•.••... . .• . . . 16.5353 
(p <.Ol) 
(b) Ratings of the President's honesty. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
More Honest . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.0 
As Honest as Most Men . . . . . . 56.3 
Less Honest .. .. . . .......... 11.7 
TOTAL % .. .. .. ....•. .•... 100.0 
N= ..... . . .. .... . . .. ...... 800 
x2 . .... • ..• .. •.••.. .. • . ... 
31.4 28.9 
52.1 57.9 
16.5 13.2 
100.0 100.0 
303 394 
5.6585 
(p<.25) 
( c) Ratings of how many people the President likes. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Almost Everybody . . . . . . . . . . 45.2 
As Many as Most Men . . . . . . 46.0 
Not as Many as Most Men . . . . 8.8 
TOTAL % ... ... ...... . .... 100.0 
N= . . ............ . ........ 803 
x2 .. .•..•..• . . •.. . . .•. .•.. 
50.5 48.5 
36.6 40.9 
12.9 10.7 
100.0 100.l 
309 394 
10.3708 
(p <.05) 
( d) Ratings of the President's knowledge. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Knows More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 .5 
Knows the Same as Most Men . 37.0 
Knows Less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5 
TOT AL % ..... . ........ 100.0 
N = 800 
x2 .. .... : : : : : : : : : : : : · • · · · · 
52.9 55.3 
34.4 39.6 
12.7 5.1 
100.0 100.0 
308 394 
21.3684 
(p <.001) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
48.7 53.2 47.l 
32.9 27.7 24.9 
18.4 19.1 27.9 
100.0 100.0 99.9 
76 94 401 
6.1079 
(p <.25) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
45.3 52.1 51.3 
40.0 30.9 33.8 
14.7 17.0 14.9 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
75 94 396 
1.7930 
(p <.90) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
52.0 61.7 52.1 
34.7 34.0 37.1 
13.3 4.3 10.8 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
75 94 399 
5.7616 
(p <.25) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
49.3 59.6 62.4 
40.0 26.6 24.9 
10.7 13.8 12.7 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
75 94 402 
7.4864 
(p <.25) 
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( e) Ratings of the President as a leader. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Always a Leader . . . . . . . . . . . 35.5 34.7 38.3 
More Often a Leader 
than a Follower .. . ' ... . .. 56.3 51.6 48.5 
Usually a Follower . . . . . . 8.3 13.6 13.2 
TOTAL % .... . .. . .. . ...... 100.1 99.9 100.0 
N= . . ..... . .... . .... . . . . . . 798 308 394 
x2 .......... .. . . . . •..•.. . . 13.1962 
(p <.05) 
TABLE 2. Children's Affection for the President 
(by race controlling for region) 
(a) Ratings of how good the President is as a person. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Best Person in the World . . . 4.9 
A Good Person . . . . . . . . . . . 83.0 
Not a Good Person . . . . . . . . 12.1 
TOTAL % . ............... 100.0 
N= ....... . ...... . .. . .... 800 
x2 
°Collapsed x2 
5.8 
69.2 
25.0 
100.0 
308 
30.4298 
(p <.001) 
4.8 
76.1 
19.0 
99.9 
394 
( b) Ratings of how much children like the President. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
More than Anyone . . . . . . . . . 4.0" 
As Much as Most People . . . . . 58.6" 
Less than Most People ....... 37.4 
TOT AL % . .......... . . ... . 100.0 
N= ................ . .. . ... 799 
x2 .. . ........ ... . ... • • . • .. 
"Collapsed x2 ..•.. . ...... .. 
4.6° 
48.0° 
47.4 
100.0 
306 
15.4024 
(p <.01) 
14.4466 
(p <.001) 
3.8" 
49.2" 
46.9 
99.9 
392 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
47.4 59.6 64.9 
35.5 28.7 28.5 
17.1 11.7 6.7 
100.0 100.0 100.1 
76 94 404 
13.1775 
(p <.05) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
24.0 28.7 17.8 
69.3" 66.0° 79.4° 
6.7° 5.3° 2.8° 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
75 94 399 
10.7156 
(p <.05) 
6.2717 
(p < .05) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
15.3 21.1 10.3 
59.7 58.9 70.9 
25.0 20.0 18.8 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
72 95 398 
10.8797 
(p <.05) 
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TABLE 3. Children's Perceptions of the President's Self-Related Qualities 
(by race controlling for region) 
(a) Ratings of how often the President would help them. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Almost Always 
Usually 
Seldom .. .. .. . ... • • • • • • • • • • 
27.5 
45.6 
27.0 
TOTAL % ..... .. .......... 100.1 
N= ................ . ...... 801 
x2 .... . ..• . .•..... . . .• . .. . 
28.1 
38.9 
33.0 
28.5 
40.2 
31.3 
100.0 100.0 
306 393 
6.7088 
(p <.25) 
( b ) Ratings of how much the President protects them. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
More Than Anyone 13.4 
As Much as Most People 55.4 
Less Than Most People . . . . . . 31.2 
TOTAL % 
N = 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100.0 
....... . . 799 
x2 .........•..•..•..• 
15.4 
41.5 
43.1 
100.0 
306 
18.1549 
(p <.0l) 
13.8 
51.8 
34.4 
100.0 
392 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
33.3 51.1 44.3 
45.3 28.7 37.5 
21.3 20.2 18.1 
99.9 100.0 99.9 
75 94 397 
6.6269 
(p <.25) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rmal Town 
% % % 
20.3 34.7 19.0 
56.8 47.4 52.4 
23.0 17.9 28.6 
100.1 100.0 100.0 
74 95 399 
13.1360 
(p <.05) 
( c) Ratings of how much the President cares if they write to him. 
WHITES 3-6-9 BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % % % % 
A Lot . . . . . . . . ......... 32.1 36.6 36.9 38.4 62.1 53.4 
Some ........ ... ........ . . 27.4 25.6 26.7 20.5 23.2 19.8 
A Littl e ....... . ... . ....... 24.2 12.3 16.8 17.8 8.4 16.5 
Does Not Care . . . . . . . . . . 16.2 25.6 19.6 23.3 6.3 10.3 
TOTAL % .......... . ..... . 99.9 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
N = . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 800 309 393 73 95 399 
x2 ........... . ........ . .. . 31.3994 20.2654 
(p <.001) (p < .0l) 
Among black children, significant differences occur only once in 
responses to the job-related questions ( Table le), but they occur often 
in responses to the affective type questions ( Table 2a-b) and self-related 
questions ( Tables 3b-c). Rural black children usually give the highest 
number of positive, idealized responses and metropolitan residents 
usually give the highest number of negative responses. More rural black 
children respond that the President is the best person in the world and 
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that they like him more than anyone else; whereas, more metropolitan 
black childrn reply that they like the President less than they like most 
people. On the self-related items, more rural blacks feel the President 
protects them more than anyone else and cares a lot what they think; 
whereas, more metropolitan blacks feel the President does not care what 
they think. 
- Discussion. Several explanations are available to account for rural 
white children's negative attitudes toward the President. First of all, 
Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron and Rodgers indicate that political cynicism 
and rejection of authority may be dominant cultural norms in the South 
and especially in the rural South. econdly, political events of the 
.....-
1960's could be the basis for rural white children's negative attitudes. 
During the 1960' s the South was the scene of much £bd.l--rights activity 
and the presidents were usually prominent in the civil rights movement 
and in attempts to eliminate practices of segregation. Rural white chil-
dren may resent the President for his role in civil rights activity more 
than urban white children for at least two reasons: ( 1) Remmers, in a 
national study of high school students, indicates that there are sharp 
urban-rural differences in Southern attitudes toward racial discrimina-
tion: rural whites are more intolerant. Therefore, rural whites might be 
more likely to react negatively toward the President for advances in 
civil rights. ( 2) In addition, school integration and civil rights activity 
has been resisted more fiercely in the rural communities of the South. 
For example, Matthews and Prothro find that of ten variables used in 
their study, the percent of urban population correlated highest with 
desegration in Southern schools. The bitt mess and frustration generated 
by the resistance to change in rural communities could lead to negative 
attitudes toward the President. 19 
Some discussion is necessary concerning similarities between rural 
and town white children . The town whites came from a community with 
a large black population which had been the scene of some fierce civil 
rights struggles. 20 Indeed, the town ( 46.9%) and rural ( 47.4%) whites 
are equally intense in their dislike for the President ( Table 2b); and 
yet, town whites are not as negative as rural whites regarding the Presi-
dent's job-related qualities. Rural whites may be more negative toward 
18 Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron, "The Malevolent Leader," 564-565; and, Rodgers 
"Efficacy and Cynicism of Black Adolescents," 260-261, 263, 282. ' 
19 H. H. Remmers, ed., Anti-Democratic Attitudes in American Schools ( Evans-
ton, Ill.: Northwestern University Press, 1963), 166; and, Donald R Matthews and 
James W. Prothro , "Stateways versus Folkways: Critical Factors in Southern Re-
actions to Brown v. Board of Education," in Essays on the American Constitution, 
ed. by Gottfried Dietze (Englewood Cllifs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1964), 139-156. 
In addition, see Leon Friedman, ed., Southern Justice (N. Y.: World Publishing Com-
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the President's job-related qualities because they permit their negative 
affect for the President to influence their perception of his other qualities. 
In contrast, town whites seem to be able to separate their affective images 
of the President from their cognitive images of him. Town whites may 
have a higher level of cognitive development than rural whites permit-
ting them to separate emotional responses from intellectual ones. It is 
interesting that the argument of affective-cognitive overlay used to 
explain the attitudes of rural white children toward the President is 
basically the same argument Greenberg makes to explain the relation-
ship between black children's low affect for the President and their low 
evaluations of bis role-related qualities. 21 
An illustration of the residence differences in cognitive skills is 
found in Table 4. Many rural white children idealize the presidency-
suggest that all presidents have done their job well-even though they 
were less than positive regarding the President's benevolence and his 
job-related qualities, and in their affection for him. A number of authors 
suggest that this noncritical evaluation of most presidents is evidence 
of limited cognitive development. 22 
Among black children, few differences occurred on job-related ques-
tions but rural blacks were more positive than metropolitan blacks in 
their affect for the President and in their perceptions of his benevolence. 
There are a number of possible explanations for differences in black 
children's attitudes. Metropolitan black children may be more negative 
toward the President because they are more cynical and more aware 
pany, 1967) , 1-126; and, Donald R. Matthews and James W. Prothro, Negroes and 
the New Southern Politics, (N. Y.: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1966), 123-126. 
Lubell points out that "the racial angers of white southerners get directed 
against the national government and erupt in presidential voting." Samuel Lubell, 
The Hidden Crisis in American Politics, (N. Y.: W.W. Norton, 1971), 96-97. 
The following table shows the vote by county for political candidates who were 
perceived in the South to support segregation: 
Goldwater-1964 Maddox-1966 Wallace--1968 
% % % 
Metro-Cobb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 59 40 
Rural-Oconee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 70 56 
Town-Sumter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 42 53 
20 Thomas J. Williams, "Racial Differences in Levels of Satisfaction with Local 
Government Services in a Southern State," ( Paper presented at the annual meeting 
of the Georgia Political Science Association, Athens, Georgia, February 1-2, 1974), 
7-8. 
21 Greenberg, "Political Authority Figures," 567-568. For further discussion, see 
Williams, "Racial Differences in Southern Children's Attitudes," 109-113. 
22 David Easton and Jack Dennis, "The Child's Image of Government," 
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 361 ( Septem-
ber, 1965), 40-57; Richard M. Merelman, "The Develol?ment of Political Ideology: 
A Framework for the Analysis of Political Socialization, American Political Science 
Review, 63 (September, 1969), 764; and, Sigel, "An Exploration Into Aspects of 
Political Socialization," 61-62. 
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TABLE 4. Children's Perceptions of the Job Most Presidents Have Done 
(by race controlling for region) 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % 
Some Presidents Have 
Done a Good Job and 
Others Have Not 52.6 
All Presidents Have 
Done a Good Job ...... . .. 47.4 
TOTAL % 
N= 
... . . . . . .. . . . . 100.0 
. .. . ... .... . .. .. 802 
x2 . . .. •. . •..•.. • ... . . • . ... 
44.7 
55.3 
100.0 
309 
6.0637 
(p <.05) 
52.3 
47.7 
100.0 
394 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
45.3 23.4 32.6 
54.7 76.6 67.4 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
75 94 399 
9.1254 
(p <.05) 
of the black man's situation in American society. Orum and Cohen in-
dicated that black children who had higher levels of black conscious-
ness were more negative toward the President and Greenberg suggested 
that black children who were more perceptive about their political en-
vironment were less supportive of the President. 28 The community 
environment, the home, and the schools in rural areas may provide rural 
black children with few cues for making critical assessment of the 
President and for evaluating their own position in society. Campbell 
and others note that the rural environment is not as politicized as the 
urban environment and that rural families are not as interested as urban 
families in politics.24 Rural black children do appear to be more politi-
cally naive because 41.5 percent felt Barry Goldwater would have done 
a very good job as President; whereas, only 24.0 percent of the metro-
politan black children replied similarly. Apparently , a high percentage 
of rural blacks were unaware of the policies associated with Goldwater. 25 
Rural black children may also lack the cognitive skills necessary to 
critically evaluate presidents and presidential candidates. Merelman 
indicates that a low level of cognitive development increases the tendency 
for children to idealize authority. Data in Table 4 suggest that rural 
23 Orum and Cohen, "Development of Political Orientations," 71; and , Green-
berg , "Black Children and the Political System," 343. 
Recent studies indicate that urban black children express low levels of support 
for all aspects of the political system, including the political community , the govern-
ment , and political authorities , and that more perc eptive blacks are even less sup-
portive. See the above studies and Rodgers, "Political Efficacy and Political Cynicism 
of Black Adolescents," 71; and, Schley R. Lyons, "The Political Socialization of 
Ghetto Childr en: Efficacy and Cynicism," Journal of Politics, 32 ( May, 1970 ), 
288-304. 
24 Angus Campb ell and others , The American Voter: An Abridg ement, (N. Y.: 
John Wiley, 1964) , 216. 
25 Williams, "Subcultural Differenc es in Political Socialization," 184. 
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black children have a tendency to idealize all presidents; 76 percent 
reply that almost all presidents have done their job well. As was sug-
gested previously, this noncritical position may be indicative of a lower 
level of cognitive development. 26 
However, is it necessary for rural black children to be as critical of 
the President as urban black children? They simply may not be as cynical 
about politics as black children from urban areas, and therefore, may 
be more likely to react positively to the President. In addition, presidents 
and their policies, both in areas of economics and civil rights, may have 
had a greater impact on and made a greater impression on rural blacks 
than metropolitan blacks, thus creating a readiness among rural blacks 
to react positively to questions involving the presidency . 
Comparison With Other Findings. The negative responses by the 
rural white subjects in this study and the subjects in the Jaros, Hirsch 
and Fleron study are practically the same on the affective question of 
how good a person is the President ( Table 5e). Twenty-five percent of 
the rural white subjects and 26 percent of the rural Appalachian subjects 
reply that the President is not a good person. Even though both groups 
hold similar affective images of the President, the Appalachian subjects 
are more negative regarding the President's job-related capacities (Table 
5a-d). Differences in responses on the job-related questions may occur 
because of differences in the ages of children in each sample. The Appa-
lachian sample includes grades five through eight, whereas the rural 
sample in this study includes grades three, six, and nine. The Appa-
lachian sample contains more subjects from an age period-ten to thir-
teen-when children are likely to be negative and defiant toward 
authority and to let their affective images of the President influence their 
cognitive images of him.27 In addition, studies indicate that younger 
children ( for example, third-grade subjects) have a tendency to idealize 
authority and that older children ( for example, ninth grade subjects) 
26 Merel.man, "Political Ideology ," 764. See fn. 22. 
27 Many psychologists suggest that in the age period from eleven to fifteen 
aHective orientations have primacy over the intellect. For a review of the literature, 
see John E. Horrocks, The Psychology of Adolescence: Behavior and Development 
( 3rd ed.; N. Y.: Houghton-MilHio, 1968), 8, 466--468. In addition see, Elizabeth B. 
Hurlock , Adolescent Development (3rd ed.; N. Y.: McGraw-Hill, 1962) , 12-13; and, 
Arnold Gesell, Frances L. Ilg, and Louise Bates Ames, Youth: The Years from Ten 
to Sixteen (N. Y.: Harper and Row, 1965), 329-353. 
For an application of the argument of affective-cognitive overlay as an explana-
tion for children's attitudes toward the President, see Greenberg, "Political Author-
ity Fi~es," 567-568; Williams, "Racial Differences in Southern Children's Atti-
tudes ,' 109-111; Merel.man, "Political Ideology," 764; and, Lewis A. Froman, Jr., 
"Learning Political Attitudes," Western Political Quarterly, 15 {June, 1962), 304-313. 
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TABLE 5. Negative Perceptions of the President: A Comparison Between Children 
in This Study and Children in Studies by Hess and Easton, Easton and 
Dennis, and Jaros, Hirsch, and Fleron." 
(a) The President does not work as hard as most men. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN HESS AND EASTON ANDa JAROS ANDb 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY EASTON DESSIS OTHERS 
Grades Grades Metro Metro Grades 
8-6-9 % 3-6-9 % Grades % Grades % 5-8 % 
Metro 17.8 Metro 18.4 3 6.0 4 8.0 
Rural . . . . 27.9 Rural . ... 19.1 6 4.0 6 6.0 Rural .... 41.0 
Town .... 19.3 Town . ... 27.9 8 3.0 8 6.0 
( b) The President is not as honest as most men. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN HESS AND JAROS AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY EASTON OTHERS 
Grades Grades Metro Grades 
3-6-9 % 3-6-9 % Grades % 5-8 % 
Metro 11.7 Metro 14.7 3 0.0 
Rural ' . .. . 16.5 Rural ..... 17.0 6 2.0 Rural 27.0 
Town . . . . . 13.2 Town .. .. . 14.9 8 0.0 
( c) The President does not like as many peopl,e as most men. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN HESS AND JAROS AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY EASTON OTHERS 
Grades Grades Metro Grades 
3-6-9 % 3-6-9 % Grades % 5-8 % 
Metro 8.8 Metro 13.3 3 2.0 
Rural 12.9 Rural ..... 4.3 6 4.0 Rural 22.0 
Town 10.7 Town . .... 10.8 8 0.0 
( d ) The President knows less than most men. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN HESS AND EASTON ANDa JAROS AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY EASTON DESSIS OTHERS 
Grades Grades Metro Metro Grades 
8-6-9 % 3-6-9 % Grades % Grades % 5-8 % 
Metro 5.5 Metro 10.7 3 0.0 3 6.0 
Rural 12.7 Rural .... 13.8 6 o.o 6 2.0 Rural . . .. 22.0 
Town 5.1 Town .... 12.7 8 5.0 8 1.0 
( e) The President is not a good person. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN HESS AND JAROS AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY EASTON OTHERS 
Grades Grades Metro Grades 
3-6-9 % 3-6-9 % Grades % 5-8 % 
Metro 12.1 Metro 6.7 3 0.0 
Rural 25.0 Rural 5.3 6 5.0 Rural 26.0 
Town 19.0 Town 2.8 8 2.0 
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( f) I like the President less than I like most people. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro 
RUial 
Town 
% 
37.4 
47.4 
46.9 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro 
RUial 
Town 
( g) The President would seldom help me. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY 
Grades Grades 
3-6-9 % 3-6-9 
Metro . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.0 Metro ... ... .. . . .. 
Rural ..... ... .. .. 33.0 Rural . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Town . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.3 Town ..... . ...... 
( h) The President does not care if I write to him. 
WHITES IN 
THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro ........... . 
Rural ...... . .. . . . 
Town ........... . 
% 
16.2 
25.6 
19.6 
BLACKS IN 
THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro ........... . 
Rural ........... . 
Town .. . ........ . 
% 
25.0 
20.0 
18.8 
% 
21.3 
20.2 
18.1 
% 
23.3 
6.3 
10.3 
EASTON ANDO 
DENNIS 
Metro 
Grades 
4 
6 
8 
% 
8.0 
7.0 
5.0 
EASTON ANDa 
DENNIS 
Metro 
Grades % 
3 10.0 
6 18.0 
8 21.0 
EASTON AND4 
DENNIS 
Metro 
Grades 
3 
6 
8 
% 
5.0 
11.0 
14.0 
0 See Hess and Easton, "Image of the President," 632-644; Easton and Dennis, 
Children in the Political System, 179-182; and, Jaros, Hirsch, and Fleron, "The 
Malevolent Leader," 564-575. Other studies of the Presidency use scales rather than 
showing percentages of responses, and therefore, are not directly comparable. 
a Easton and Dennis did not use the three choice format used in this study and 
the studies by Hess and Easton, and Jaros, Hirsch, and Fleron . The percentages 
presented for the Easton and Dennis subjects are cumulative responses from the 
three most negative choices of the six choice format except in questions f and h. 
b Jaros, Hirsch , and Fleron combined grades 5 through 8. 
c The percentages shown are from only one of Easton and Dennis's six response 
choices. In their responses to this question, the only negative response was, '1ess 
than almost anyone." 
d Easton and Dennis's question included only three choices: he cares a lot, he 
cares some, and he cares a little . The percentages above are from the most negative 
response--he cares a little. 
will rate the President highly on role-related qualities even if they are 
critical of him as a person. 28 
Whites and blacks from all areas in this study exhibit more negative 
attitudes toward the President than the white children from metropolitan 
28 For discussions of grade level differences in children 's attitudes toward the 
President, see Williams, "Racial Differences in Southern Children 's Attitude s," 94-
103; Hess and Easton, "Image of the President," 636-637; Hess and Tomey , Political 
Attitudes in Children, 11, 38-50; Easton and Dennis, Children in the Political System, 
142-191; and, Greenberg , "Political Authority Figures," 565-568. 
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areas in the Easton and Dennis and Hess and Easton studies. However, 
in responses to the question of how good is the President as a person , 
black children's negative responses resemble those found in the Hess 
and Easton study. 29 
The United States Government 
Significant urban-rural differences occur only once among the black 
subjects: more rural blacks ( 48.4%) than metropolitan ( 31.6%) and town 
blacks ( 36. 7%) feel the national government would always want to help 
them ( Table 6a). In contrast , significant differences occur frequently 
among the white children , and where differences occur, rural whites 
are more negative than urban whites toward the United States Govern-
ment ( Tabl es 6b-d). For example, more rural than urban whites reply 
that the United States Government is not as good as most other 
governments . 
White and black children from all thr ee regions are not very likely 
to feel that the United States Government would help them, that it can 
punish anyone, that it never makes mistakes, and that it is the best 
government in the world. A comparison of negative responses toward 
the United States Government in this study with negative responses 
from the Easton and Dennis study illustrat es the negativism and cynicism 
found among Southern children from both white and black subcultures 
( Table 7a-c) .30 
Table 8 provides an illustration of the low sense of political efficacy 
found among black and white children in this study. The responses are 
compared with responses from two political efficacy questions used in 
the Jaros , Hirsch and Fleron study. (Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron used these 
two items as an indication of family political values.) The perc entage 
of children in this study agreeing with statements that the government 
does not care what their family thinks and that tl1eir family has no 
voice in government is not quite as high as in the Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron 
study. However, nearly 40 perc ent of the black and white children in 
this study feel the government does not care what their family thinks. 
Black children ( 36.0% to 42.6%) were somewhat more likely than white 
children to say their family had no voice in government and they closely 
approached the percentage of Appalachian children ( 43%) who replied 
similarly. Among white children, rural subjects were more likely tl1an 
town and metropolitan subjects to say that their family had no voice 
29 Easton and Dennis, Children in the Political System, " 179-182; and, Hess 
and Easton, "Image of the President," 63,2-644. 
ao Easton and Dennis , Children in the Political System, 128-140. 
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TABLE 6. Children's Perceptions of the U. S. Government 
(by race controlling for region) 
(a) Ratings of how often the U. S. Government would help them. 
WHITES 3-6-9 BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % % % % 
Always . - .. . .... .... 24.5 27.3 24.7 31.6 48.4 36.7 
Usually ......... . . .. ...... 50.4 45.8 51.l 40.8 40.0 36.5 
Seldom .... . .. . ....... . . .. . 25.1 26.9 24.2 27.6 11.6 26.8 
TOTAL % ............. . .. . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
N= .............. . ... . .... 792 308 393 76 95 403 
x2 ............. . .......... 2.4499 11.8789 (p <.75) (p <.05) 
(b) Ratings of how many people the U. S. Government can punish. 
WHITES 3-6-9 BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % % % % % % 
Anyone .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.6 36.4 35.5 25.3 28.4 33.7 
Many People ...... ..... 45.8 36 .1 42.2 44.0 38.9 34.7 
No One .... .. ...... . ... .. . 22.6 27.5 22.3 30.7 32.6 31.5 
TOTAL % ....... .......... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 99.9 
N == ....... . ............... 786 305 391 75 95 400 
x2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6605 3.4973 
(p<.05) (p<.50) 
(c) Ratings af how often the U. S. Government makes a mistake. 
WHITES 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES 
Never .. . ........... . 
Sometimes ................ . 
A Lot . .. . ..... . .... . 
% 
3.9° 
85.1° 
11.0 
TOT AL % ................. 100.0 
N == . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 
"x2 . . ... 
Collapsed x2 .....•......... 
% 
2.9° 
80.0° 
17.1 
% 
1.80 
87.8° 
10.4 
100.0 100.0 
310 393 
13.1167 
(p <.05) 
9.2086 
(p<.0l) 
( d ) Ratings of how good the U. S. Government is. 
WHITES 3-6~ 
Metro Rural Town 
CATEGORIES % 
The Best in the World .. . 32.4 
As Good as Other Governments 57 .3 
Not as Good as Most 
Governments . . ....... .. . . 10.3 
TOTAL% 
N == 
.... . ............ 100.0 
797 
x2 ......... . ....•.... . ... . 
% % 
27.5 32.4 
53.8 58.2 
18.7 9.4 
100.0 100.0 
305 392 
18.1579 
(p <.0l) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
17.1 18.9 13.8 
68.4 66.3 73.4 
14.5 14.7 12.8 
100.0 99.9 100.0 
76 95 399 
2.5629 
(p <.75) 
BLACKS 3-6-9 
Metro Rural Town 
% % % 
13.5 25.8 21.5 
64.9 43.0 55.7 
21.6 31.2 22.8 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
74 93 404 
9.2281 
(p <.10) 
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TABLE 7. Negative Perceptions of the National Government: A Comparison 
Between Children in This Study and Children in the Easton and Dennis 
Study.a 
(a) Th e National Government almost always mak es mistakes .b 
WHITES IN 
THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro . .. . .. . .. . . . 
Rural ......... . . . 
Town ........... . 
% 
11.0 
17.1 
10.4 
BLACKS IN 
THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro ..... . ..... . 
Rural ....... . ... . 
Town ........... . 
(b) The National Government can punish no one.c 
WHITES IN 
THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro .......... . . 
Rural ........... . 
Town ........... . 
% 
22.6 
27.5 
22.3 
BLACKS IN 
THIS STUDY 
Grades 
3-6-9 
Metro .. . ...... .. . 
Rural .... . .. . ... . 
Town . .. . .... . .. . 
% 
14.5 
14.7 
12.8 
% 
30.7 
32.6 
31.5 
(c) The National Government would seldom want to help them .rl 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY 
3-6-9 % 3-6..$ % 
Metro . . .... . ..... 25.1 Metro . . . ......... 27.6 
Rural ...... . .... . 26.9 Rural . . ....... . .. 11.6 
Town . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.2 Town . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.8 
EASTON AND 
DENNIS 
Metro 
Grades 
4 
6 
8 
% 
3 
3 
2 
EASTON AND 
DENNIS 
Metro 
Grades 
4 
6 
8 
% 
14 
10 
9 
EASTON AND 
DENNIS 
Grades % 
4 7 
6 7 
8 9 
a Easton and Dennis use the term government only and they do not indicate 
that they refer to the national government. In addition, Easton and Dennis use grades 
four through eight. Easton and Dennis, Children in the Political System, 132-133. 
b Easton and Dennis use a six choice format rather than a three choice format. 
The percentages shown are from their three most negative response choices, "often," 
"usually," and "almost always." 
c The percentages shown are from Easton and Dennis's two most negative re-
sponses, "a few people" and "no one." 
d The percentages shown are from Easton and Dennis's two most negative re-
sponses, "seldom," and "not usually." 
TABLE 8. Children's Reactions to Two Political Efficacy Items: A Comparison 
Between Children in This Study and Children in the Jaros, Hirsch, and 
Fleron Study. 0 
(a) Percent agreeing with the statement that government does not care what their 
family thinks. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN JAROS AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY OTHERS 
GRADES 3-6-9 GRADES 3-6-9 GRADES 5-8 
CAT EGORIES 
Metro ....... . . . .... . .... .. .. . .. . 
Rural ..... . .................. . 
Town .. . ..................... . 
% 
35.2 
43.9 
38.5 
% 
40.0 
41.l 
47.5 
"Jaros , Hirsch and Fleron, "The Malevolent Lead er," 571. 
% 
58 
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(b) Pef'cent agreeing with the statement that their family has no voice in govemment. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN JAROS AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY OTHERS 
GRADES 3-6-9 GRADES 3-6-9 GRADES 5-8 
CATEGORIES % 
Metro ................. ... . .. . . .. 22.0 
Rural . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 33.9 
Town ..... . .............. . ...... 18.6 
% 
36.0 
42.6 
41.5 
% 
43 
in government and that the government doesn't care what their family 
thinks.31 
The :findings for black children are similar to the findings in other 
studies of black adults and black children. Blacks as a group tend to 
have a low sense of political efficacy and a high level of political 
cynicism.32 Several authors have suggested that black children's feelings 
of cynicism, low levels of political efficacy, and negative attitudes toward 
government, represent realistic appraisals of their political situations. 33 
This may also be true for rural white children . Attempts by the national 
government to end practices of segregation and recent reapportionments 
in state and national legislatures may make it appear to rural residents 
that indeed they do have little influence on and control over government. 
In addition, family influence may lead to cynicism and rejection of au-
thority. In effect, children are saying that their parents have little in-
fluence on government. Studies indicate that Southern adult blacks and 
whites, especially rural whites, are more cynical about politics and have 
lower levels of political efficacy than adults in other regions. Children 
may be reflecting their parents political values.34 
There are no significant urban-rural differences among black subjects 
in their images of who makes the laws and runs the country ( Tables 
9a-b). Blacks in all three regions are more likely to say the President 
runs the country and makes the laws. Significant differences occur often 
among white subjects. Rural whites are more likely than urban whites 
to respond that the President makes the laws and runs the country. 
31 Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron, "The Malevolent Leader," 571. In this study, blacks 
had a lower level of political efficacy than whites. There were no significant urban-
rural differences among black subjects, but rural whites had a lower level of political 
efficacy than urban whites. See Williams, "Subcultural Differences in Political 
Socialization," 282. 
32 For a review of the literature, see Rodgers, "Efficacy and Cynicism of Black 
Adolescents," 258-260. Also see, Williams, "Subcultural Differences in Political 
Socialization," 19-20. 
33 Rodgers, "Efficacy and Cynicism of Black Adolescents," 273-282; Laurence , 
"White Socialization: Black Reality," 174-194; and, William H. Form and Joan 
Huber, "Income, Race, and the Ideology of Political Efficacy," Journal of Politics, 
33 ( August, 1971), 659-688. 
34 Milbrath, Political Participation, 58. For a discussion of parental transfer of 
values, see Jaros, Hirsch and Fleron, "The Malevolent Leader," 571-575. 
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TABLE 9. Children's Concept of Government and Lawmaking: A Comparison 
Between Children in This Study and Children in the Easton and Dennis 
Study." 
(a ) Who mak es th e laws in the United States. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN EASTON AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY DENNIS 
GRADES 3-6-9 GRADES 3-6-9 METRO GRADES 
Metro Rural Town Metro Rural Town 3 6 8 
CATEGORIES % % % % % % % % % 
Congress 53.6 44.5 53.2 30.1 26.6 24.2 11 65 85 
President 20.6 28.9 21.1 35.6 47.9 37.2 66 13 5 
Supreme Court 18.7 20.5 17.7 19.2 13.8 16.7 17 18 9 
Don't Know 7.1 6.2 8.0 15.1 11.7 21.9 6 3 1 
TOTAL % .. . ... 100.0 100.l 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 99 99 
N == 802 308 389 73 94 401 1627 1743 1690 
x2 
. . .. 21.6132 9.0531 
(p <. 05 ) (p <.25 ) 
(b ) Who runs the United States. 
WHITES IN BLACKS IN EASTON AND 
THIS STUDY THIS STUDY DENNIS 
GRADES 3-6-9 GRADES 3-6-9 METRO GRADES 
Metro Rural Town Metro Rural Town 3 6 8 
CATEGORIES % % % % % % % % % 
Congr ess 53.6 44.5 53.2 30.1 26 .6 24.2 7 25 35 
Presid ent .... . .. 20.6 28.9 21.1 35.6 47.9 37.2 85 66 58 
Supreme Court .. 18.7 20 .5 17.7 19.2 13.8 16.7 3 5 4 
Don't Know 7.1 6.2 8.0 15.1 11.7 21.9 5 4 3 
TOTAL % .... . . 100.0 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 100 100 
N == . . ... 802 308 389 73 94 401 1662 1744 1683 
x2 21.6132 9.0531 
(p <.05) (p< .25) 
0 Ea ston and Dennis, Chadr en in th e Political System, 118-121. 
This is ironic to some extent because rural whites are more negative 
in responses to questions on the presidency. How ever, rural white chil-
dren 's choices may be indicative of a low level of cognitive development. 
According to Hess and Tom ey, children move from personaliz ed ( the 
Presid ent) to institutionalized (Congress) images of government as they 
mature and develop cognitive skills.35 On the other hand , rural white 
childr en's choices of the President ( as could be true in the case of black 
children) may result because they recognize the President's pr eeminent 
position in affairs which affect their lives. In other words, for rural whit e 
children and black children , recognition of the President as the maker 
of laws and manag er of th e country may be a realistic assessment. 
85 Hess and Tom ey, Political Attitudes in Children, 36-37. Also, Easton and 
Dennis, Children in the Political System , 111-141, 321-323. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
In this paper , findings regarding Southern urban and rural children's 
attitudes toward the President and the United States Government have 
been presented and discussed. Significant urban-rural differences occur 
often among white and black children in their attitudes toward the 
President. In responses to all three types of questions-job-related, 
affective, and self-related-rural whites usually give more ngative re-
sponses than urban whites. In part this pattern was expected because 
rural whites are more likely than urban whites to receive negative stimuli 
concerning the President and his policies in the area of civil rights. 
However, this author suggested that rural white children's more negative 
assessment of all the President's qualities might result from a lower 
level of cognitive skills. In other words, rural white children may let 
their negative affect for the person who is President influence their 
perceptions of his role-related qualities: 
Few urban-rural differences occur in black children's responses to 
the job-related questions , but significant differences occur in responses 
to the affective and self-related questions. Where significant differences 
occur, rural blacks usually give the most positive, idealized responses, 
and metropolitan blacks the most negative responses. More rural blacks 
than urban blacks have an idealized view of all presidents and feel that 
the President is a good person and that he is benevolent. Very probably, 
metropolitan black children are more negative and critical of presidential 
authority because of a higher sense of black consciousness, a greater 
awareness of system inequities, and an accompanying sense of cynicism, 
frustration, and disenchantment with government . 
Few urban-rural differences occur in black children's attitudes 
toward the United States Government. However, significant differences 
occur frequently in white children's attitudes. Rural white children are 
more likely than urban white children to negatively evaluate the United 
States Government just as they are more likely to negatively evaluate 
the President. 
Easton and Dennis indicate that children's positive attitudes toward 
the President and the United States Government are important for the 
development of system support in adulthood. 36 Therefore, the findings 
36 For a discussion of findings on attitudes toward the President and of the 
importance of the presidency for political socialization , see Easton and Dennis, 
Children in the Political System, 41-68, 106-107, 165-208, 243-286; David Easton, 
"The Theoretical Relevance of Political Socialization," Canadian Journal of Political 
Science, l (June , 1968 ), 137-146; David Easton and Jack Dennis, "Political Socializa-
tion of the Elementary School Child," National Council of the Social Studies Year-
book, 36 (1966), 231-235; Easton and Dennis, "Child's Image of Government," 
40-57; Greenstein, "The Benevolent Leader," 934-943; Fred I. Greenstein, "More 
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may indicate that rural white children are being socialized to weak 
support for the political system as adults. These children and their 
parents could represent a subculture, as in the case of Appalachian 
whites, where there is a general rejection of and disdain for political 
authorities. On the other hand, rural white children's negative support 
for the President and the United States Government may be a temporal 
phenomenon related to recent social and political upheavals in rural 
sections of the South. If this is true, attitudes toward the United States 
Government and the President should be more positive at a different 
point in time. Finally, rural white children could react negatively toward 
the President and the United States Government and still maintain and 
develop support for the political system by identifying with other symbols 
of the political system.37 Future research should investigate the possi-
bility that supposedly disenchanted subcultures may identify with other 
elements of the political system. 
on Children's Images of the President," Public Opinion Quarterly, 25 ( Winter, 
1961), 648-659; Hess and Easton, "Image of the President ," 632-644; Jaros, "Chil-
dren's Orientations Toward the President," 368-387; and, Roberta S. Si~el, "Image 
of a President: Some Insights into the Political Views of School Children,' American 
Political Science Review, 62 ( March, 1968), 216-226. 
87 For a discussion of alternative authority figures and alternative patterns of 
political socialization, see Easton, "The Theoretical Relevance of Political Socializa-
tion," 137-145; and, Easton and Dennis, Children in the Political System, 41-68, 
243-286. 
